WiMAX, based on IEEE standard 802.16 was first developed for broadband internet access to stationary terminals and further enhanced for transmission to and from mobiles. A competing standard for broadband wireless access is 3GPP-LTE extension of the 3GPP standards. Both use OFDMA for downlink transmissions. WiMAX uses OFDMA for the uplink while LTE uses single carrier frequency division multiple access (SC-FDMA) for the uplink. This special issue focuses on variations of single carrier block modulation (SC-BM) with frequency domain processing. These variations are in the family of "generalized multicarrier" transmission schemes and include designations such as SC-FDMA, DFTprecoded OFDMA, interleaved FDMA, and SC-BM.
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